
CBC BIBLE STUDY 

JANUARY 25, 2023 

 
DISCIPLESHIP—LESSON THREE 

 
 
“To be a disciple-making church, discipleship must be moved from just being a 
part of the church, to becoming the FOCUS of the church.” Such a body of disciple 
makers must prioritize PRACTICE OVER INFORMATION. The movements are 
information, inspiration, and perspiration!!! 
 
ESSENTIALS FOR SPIRITUAL RENEWAL——-PRAY—PROBE—PROCEED 
 
A. Pray Patiently 
 
B. Probe Carefully 
 
C. Proceed Confidently 
 
What happened after Nehemiah prayed in chapter one? NOTHING!!! 
 
1Thessalonians 5:16-18 NKJV 
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
 
NLT 
“Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is 
God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NLT 
 
Luke 11:9-10 NLT 
““And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on 
seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 
For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened.” 



 
Nehemiah had prayed but NOTHING happened—at least not right away! Four 
months passed between chapter one events and chapter two—NOTHING HAD  
HAPPENED!!! 
 
What actually happened? Nehemiah was becoming discouraged: 
 
Nehemiah 2:1 NKJV 
“And it came to pass in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King 
Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, that I took the wine and gave it to the 
king. Now I had never been sad in his presence before.” 
 
HOW DOES A DISCIPLE HANDLE DELAY??? 
 
Galatians 6:9 NKJV 
“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if 
we do not lose heart.” 
 
NLT 
 “So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a 
harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.” 
Galatians 6:9 NLT 
 
Nehemiah 2:2–Nehemiah was fearful for good reason. Persons who looked sad 
around the king or caused him to become sad were oftentimes killed. 
 
A. Nehemiah faced his fears and proceeded as God had directed him. The  
devil often uses fear to keep the people of God from doing what God wants  
done. 
 
Nehemiah 2:3–he tells the king why he is sad—the city of his fathers is in ruins!  
 
A. The Holy City—the abode of God—the pride of all Israel—home of the  
Temple 
 
Nehemiah 2:4–The king asks Nehemiah what he wanted him to do. 
 



A. Nehemiah’s response—he IMMEDIATELY prayed to the God of heaven! A  
short, silent, emergency prayer (possible because of his intimate  
relationship with God) 
 
1Thessalonians 5:16-18 NLT 
“Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is 
God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” 
 
A. This encourages short, repeated prayers, not constant praying. Short  
frequent prayers tend to be more frequent and more specific! 
 
Philippians 1:3-4 NLT 
“Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. Whenever I pray, I make my 
requests for all of you with joy,” 
 
Lesson To Be Learned: As we think of people and situations during the day, we 
should right then and there, pray for those persons and situations. Offer a brief 
prayer about the matter. PRAYERS DO NOT HAVE TO BE LONG TO BE STRONG! 
You may not be able to close your eyes and or kneel, but we can follow 
Nehemiah’s example of praying silently and praying quickly!!! 
 
A. Nehemiah had been praying extended prayers for four months, so now to  
pray an emergency prayer, was no mountain to be overcome. 
 
B. Matthew 14:30 NKJV—“But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he  
was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!”” 
 
 
Nehemiah prays in faith because of what he knows about his God: 
 
 “The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, Like the rivers of water; He turns it 
wherever He wishes.” 
Proverbs 21:1 NKJV 
 
Nehemiah’s Requests: 
 

1. Return to Jerusalem 



2. Letters to the governors 
3. Letter of authority for lumber 

 
Nehemiah has a PLAN along with his faith!  
 
Faith is not a synonym for planning. 
 
The person who has no plan has a plan to fail. If I aim at nothing, I am guaranteed 
to hit nothing! “People who expect God to answer their prayers, always make 
plans to make the most of the answers.” 
 
 
Following both extended and emergency prayers, we get to Nehemiah 2:8: 
 
“and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he must give me timber 
to make beams for the gates of the citadel which pertains to the temple, for the 
city wall, and for the house that I will occupy.” And the king granted them to me 
according to the good hand of my God upon me.” 
Nehemiah 2:8 NKJV 
 
NLT 
“and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he must give me timber 
to make beams for the gates of the citadel which pertains to the temple, for the 
city wall, and for the house that I will occupy.” And the king granted them to me 
according to the good hand of my God upon me.” 
Nehemiah 2:8 NKJV 
 
Nehemiah 2:9 NKJV 
“Then I went to the governors in the region beyond the River, and gave them the 
king’s letters. Now the king had sent captains of the army and horsemen with 
me.” 
 
A. Over 1000 miles separated Susa from Jerusalem—two months travel time 
 
B. The king also provided protection in the form of soldiers to accompany him  
on his journey to Jerusalem. 
 



 
PROBE CAREFULLY 
 
Nehemiah 2:10 NKJV 
“When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard of it, they 
were deeply disturbed that a man had come to seek the well-being of the children 
of Israel.” 
 
A. Sanballat was the governor of Samaria. 
 
B. Horonite refers to Sanballat’s secretary and advisor. 
 
C. Ammonites had pushed into the area vacated by Judah (Israel). 
 
The idea of the return of a strong Jewish community was a threat to the 
Ammonite power structure. 
 
 
 


